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set at liberty, and Jacob, within two days after, was carried
to Oxford, under a strong guard, the fatal club being all
the way borne before him. He was sentenced to be hanged
in chains at the spot where the shocking deed was per-
petrated. However, as this place was near the village of
Caversham, the inhabitants prevailed to have it done on
a heath about four miles higher in Oxfordshire, called
Gallows-Tree Common, from a tree in it, one arm of
which grows into another tree, and forms the likeness of
a gallows. Here a gibbet was erected. On Monday,
about the middle of March,, 1723, the wretch was brought
to his execution. He was turned off without any pity,
and immediately after he was dead he was hung up in
irons.

WILLIAM BURK
After an adventurous Seafaring Life as a Boy he became a
Robber) and was executed at Tyburn on the %th of
Afril, 1723
\T7"ILLIAM BURK was born in the parish of St
V V Catherine's, and near the Tower of London. Having
reached the eleventh year of his age, he was guilty of some
faults that required severe chastisement, which having re-
ceived, he ran away from school and went to the water-side,
inquiring for a station on board a ship. A man observing
his inclination took him down to the Nore, and put him on
board the Salisbury man-of-war.
The mother, learning where her darling boy had gone,
followed him on board the ship, and endeavoured to prevail
on him to return, but in vain, for the youth was obstinately
bent on a seafaring life.
In about a fortnight the ship sailed for Jamaica, and
during the voyage had an engagement with a Spanish
galleon, which she took, after a bloody and obstinate fight,
in which young Burk was wounded. After this they met
with another galleon, which they took without the loss of
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